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Welcome to your July Newsletter
How have you been during this incredible period
of Lockdown? For some it has been a very
stressful time, with worries about family and
friends, childcare, medical and financial needs.
Others have actually quite enjoyed it and many
people have found pleasure and relief in nature,
bird watching and the emergence of the flowers
and butterflies. They have appreciated the
quieter roads and the less busy shops, and as a
group we have been sewing madly. There is a
large selection of pictures below (11 pages) as
this edition will not be going to the printers!
Thank you to all who contributed to this edition
of Oast Post. I have enjoyed seeing your
beautiful work in this virtual Show and Tell.
Editor
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Government Guidelines permitting. We are
planning to have a speaker in the morning, a
couple of traders as well as refreshments and
mince pies and our usual wonderful Show and
Tell. The speaker will be Jessie Cutts……
Jessie Cutts has a long background in graphic
and communication design and illustration with
a lot of making on the side. Having sewn from a
very young age she made her first quilt for her
son, and finished it with sashiko quilting learnt
from YouTube tutorials. After leaving her job in
design consultancy and moving to Ramsgate,
she began quilt making in earnest founding her
company cuttsandsons.com, which mostly
makes to commission and specialises in baby
quilts. She will talk about the business of quilt
making.

NEWS
Once again we have sadly had to cancel our
meetings and workshops for both July and
September this year. We have also decided to
cancel the Showcase which we had hoped to
hold in October, but the general feeling was it is
still too soon to be planning large gatherings.
The 20x20 Challenge will remain the same for
the Showcase in 2021.
We would encourage small groups to meet
outside, weather permitting, observing social
distance for a Sewcial, but only where members
feel happy to do so. The new hope is that we
can hold a UFO/Sewcial day on the 20
September 2020 at Lower Hardres and
Etchinghill Village halls, but this needs to be
confirmed.
The Committee is very aware that we have not
been able to offer our usual excellent
programme this year and so it was decided that
for the renewal subscriptions, which are due by
the end of October, the membership fee for
2021 would be reduced by 50% to £10 for
existing members.
We are very much hoping to be able to hold our
AGM meeting on the 28 November,

National and Regional Quilt Shows
Quilts UK Malvern Showground WR13 6NW
16 – 19 July 2020 has been cancelled until 13 16 May 2021. Any tickets purchased will be
valid for the show in May 2021.
Quilt Festival, Exeter, EX5 1DJ 7 – 9 August
2020 has been cancelled with no alternative
date decided
Lullingstone Quilt and Craft Festival Eynesford
DA4 0JA Still rescheduled to take place 25 – 27
September 2020
National Quilt Championships, Sandown Park,
KT10 9AJ Rescheduled to 19 – 21 November
2020

Our Virtual Show and Tell of Lockdown Quilts and Other Items
I finished this quilt in quarantine. It was
started on retreat with Jo Blox in 2019 with
some of my favourite fabrics including the
Trixie Mouse centres by Heather Ross, Tula
Pink stripes and Ruby Star Society ice
creams and tigers. Really enjoyed taking my
time, it will stay in the family for use by
future grandchildren.
Mandy Munroe (Jo Blox)

The blue yellow and white squared quilt has
been made for a friend's baby due in August. I
block printed the elephants myself.
The two quillows were made for my
granddaughters in colours they specified.
All fabrics were from stash.
Vera Hopkinson (21st Century Quilters)

Two quilts I made for my two granddaughters, Hannah and Lucy, who are shielding with their
parents. They chose the patterned materials themselves and I added the plain colours.
Jean Price (Swallows)

These mini quilts are all from the Simple Whatnot series by Kim Diehl. They have still to be quilted
but I took advantage of high anxiety levels in the early weeks and finished all of these. I still have
about 3 or 4 in the series still to go… but I’ve calmed down a bit now!
Sue Wheatley (Dragonflies)

I had my big 50th birthday during lockdown. I received lots of lovely gifts and some socially distanced
visitors. I also received this amazing beautiful quilt made by Maggie, Belinda, Mary Douglas and Angie
from The Sewing Space and Jenny from the Pincushion shop in Tonbridge Wells.
Quilting is not just about sewing two bits of fabric together! It’s the friendships you meet and make on
the way too.
Tracy Aplin (Dragonflies)
(This is so lovely I thought it deserved a whole page. Editor )

Two more tops for my 'to quilt' pile. They
are for my granddaughter - one for her and
the matching mini is for her dolly.
Sue Jennings (Martello)

I finished two quilts this week. The Science Quilt
is for my nephew, with lots of themed fabrics, and
is 52x86". The second is 41x48" and was a group
fat quarter challenge from last summer. It's for my
sister's 50th birthday next month. Both have their
labelling information included in the quilting.
Fiona Jeferies (Pieceful Patchers)

This is for a nephew, who must have been born with a cricket bat in his hands! It is his 21 birthday
present (he's 23 now!). I am grateful to Philippa Naylor for her classes which have been very helpful with
the quilting and binding techniques. The star was pieced at a workshop with Carolyn Forster. The
machine quilting is my design and produced on a domestic sewing machine.
Liz Coleman (Ethelburga Quilters)

Detail of the quilting

This was a commission;
the brief was black and
purple with a
mathematical theme.
Designed and machine
quilted by Marion Fox
(Canterbury Quilters)

Crazy Cats was fun to make and really
got to grips with machine quilting!
Marion Fox (Canterbury Quilters)

This dragon quilt was made by Canterbury Quilters, and machine quilted by Marion Fox

'Around a square 2’. It will
be donated to Project Linus
Marion Fox (Canterbury
Quilters)

Items from Liz Coleman
(Ethelburga Quilters)

Zipped box-ended bags

A bag for keeping rolls of
wrapping paper in for my niece.

Bags for bones (to re-bury the bones excavated
last year in Lyminge)

A dog cushion (a commission – the dog
looks like one of the owner’s pair!)

A black and white quilt for a premature baby

A baby quilt for my husband’s work
colleague. Baby is due end of August. Mum
knows she’s having a girl!
Lynne Newell (Pumpkin Patchers)

Small wall hanging made for a friend who has a
love of all things nature and has learnt a lot
about wild flowers during lockdown!
Lynne Newell (Pumpkin Patchers)

"Starlight"
This quilt has been entered into the Two Person Quilts Category of the Festival of Quilts Virtual Show –
a sneak preview I think!

I saw a sample quilt, made using this pattern from the Laundry Basket Quilt Company. Feeling inspired
by the opportunities it offered, I bought a copy of the pattern. I had been wanting to make a quilt for our
recently acquired oak bed, and this design fitted the bill perfectly. The vibrant colours were chosen to
complement the decor of our bedroom. There is a small amount of Foundation but it is mainly Pieced.
I commissioned Mary Thorogood of Thimbles Quilting to quilt it for me. She spent several weeks with
the quilt hanging in her workroom before selecting the designs to use, and also deciding how much freehand quilting to incorporate. She used a Gammill Long Arm Quilting machine.
Janet Knopp (Bears Paw)

Detail of the exquisite quilting

We hope you have enjoyed this Show and Tell. We shall look forward to being able to meet together as
a larger group in November; in the meanwhile we would encourage small groups to get together for a
Sewcial, especially on Oast meeting dates. Until we meet again, stay safe, keep your distance and
enjoy this wonderful hobby of patchwork and quilting.

